CIRMAD CREATES “CHIMP SURVIVAL CLUBS” IN CHIMP HABITAT SITE COMMUNITIES

Under the Participatory Programme for the Protection of Chimpanzees (PAPPro-Chimps), with the support of the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium’s PPG Conservation & Sustainability Fund a project titled: Production of a multi-faceted poster of the endangered Nigeria-Cameroon chimpanzee and creation of school clubs around chimp habitat sites for conservation education, is underway. 

In this project our objectives are:
· To use a novel medium, a multifaceted poster of the P. t. ellioti  to raise public awareness on the plight and conservation need of the endangered great ape in the Bamenda Highlands and the rest of its range site, and to  revive the interest and commitment of stakeholders in chimp conservation in the implementation of the Regional Action Plan.
· To create and use school clubs for chimp conservation education animation in the adjacent communities of chimp habitat sites.

In the 1st component of the project we produced (in 2014) the unique, multi-faceted chimpanzee poster for conservation education, particularly in what is known in the Regional Action Plan for the Conservation of the Nigeria-Cameroon Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes ellioti) as the North West Region Chimpanzee Conservation Planning Unit.
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This January 2015 we started the 2nd component, which is to create “Chimp Survival Clubs” (as wildlife conservation clubs) in the various chimpanzee habitat sites of Cameroon’s North West Region. The pilot chimp club is of Government High School (GHS) of Kejom Keku village, is one of the closest communities to the Tubah Upland Forest of the Tubah-Awing-Balikumbat forest cluster, which is highly threatened with the serious conversion of forest especially by agriculture-loving residents of the Bamenda metropolis located just some 10km away.
The enthusiasm of the students of the pilot school in participating in this endeavour to conserve the flagship species of the decreasing population of the wildlife of the N. W. Region is very encouraging.
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